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Dominant Species
Abstract
This is a review of the short film Dominant Species (2019) directed by Joseph Sackett.
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Dominant Species (2019), dir. Joseph Sackett 
 
A non-human species, appearing as small balls of light, enter a room filled with men 
sleeping.  A voice says: “Welcome children. We are going to start right away.  Please make your 
selection.”  The alien beings then enter the bodies of the sleeping men.  The aliens dominate the 
male earthlings. The men are then paired off and set against one another until one of each pair 
defeats the other.  The winners are the dominant species.   
At one point, Number Ten is seen as the prime example of the dominant species, but he 
then tries to leave the group in his human form but The Voice won’t let him.  At this moment, the 
white light leaves the human body and we see it move to enter the body of a woman.  Since Number 
Ten was the best at dominating, I think that the movie is telling us that women are the dominant 
among our species. 
But the movie does more than tell us that women are dominant. It raises the question of 
what it means to be dominant.  How should we behave if we are the dominant one in a two-person 
relationship?  How are we to behave if we have more power and privilege in society than others?  
How should we treat other countries if we are the dominant country in the world?  And what 
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happens when the dominant ones are no long the dominant ones?  This short film, among other 
things, raises interesting issues regarding the ethics of dominance and power and privilege.   
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